WISCONSIN

ASSOCIATION

WSPAA 2025 Final Newsletter

President’s Message

The voting members of the WSPAA should have received instructions and a ballot to vote on a

change in the By-laws. | will try to clarify what changes are being proposed.

1) All current members will remain members. (Nobody is being kicked out).

2)

3)

4)

Article IV. Section 1(a) deals with qualifications to be a full member. The current By-laws
state that any current or former employee not on probation may join the WSPAA having
voting and other rights and privileges of members, and their liability for dues and
assessments and method of collection as set forth in the B y-laws.

The proposed change says, any current or former employee having served at least 5
years with the WSP and was not terminated for cause, resigned in lieu of termination,
or resigned prior to the completion of an internal investigation is eligible to join the
WSPAA having voting, and other rights and privileges of members, and their liability
for dues a as set forth and assessments and method of collection as set forth in the By-
laws.

The changes proposed are to uphold the integrity of the WSPAA. They will affect only the
new incoming members. There will be no changes to Associate or Honorary
membership.

Article V section 5.03 Duties of the Secretary. The proposed changes include additional
duties to the Secretary’s position. It adds (d) The Secretary shall keep minutes of all
meetings of the WSPAA and Board of Directors. e) The Secretary shall maintain, or
cause to maintain, the official copies of the By-laws. f) The Secretary shall distribute
the WSPAA newsletters. f) moved from the Membership Coordinator to the
Secretary. These changes were made or added to the Secretary’s position because they
were already doing those duties.

Article XI Amendments. The current By-laws say amendments to the By-laws may be
proposed by the Board of Directors or by any member. The Secretary shall draft the
proposed amendment in accordance with the intent of the petition and shall notify the




membership electronically or by USPS at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which it is
discussed. The proposed amendment shall be discussed at the next meeting or a special
meeting of the Board of Directors and may be ruled out of order or amended in any
manner pertinent to the petition by a majority vote of the Board. The finalized proposal
shall be voted upon by the membership via U.S. mail. The secretary shall notify the
membership of the results electronically or by USPS.
The proposed changes say that any member may propose changes in these By-laws in
writing to the Secretary of the association at least 30 days prior to the annual
meeting. The membership will be notified electronically of proposed changes by the
Secretary. These changes will be voted upon at the Annual Meeting.
These changes would simplify notification using email. Those that do not have email will
still be notified by USPS. Voting will happen in person at the Annual Meeting, also
known as Alumni Day at the Academy.

Please send in your ballots. Thank you.

2025 Deaths

Tom Green died on 1-24-25 at the age of 91. He is survived by his wife
Marlene, sister Shirley and children: Melissa & Kevin. Tom worked in stores at
Truax.

. Terry Bengston died on 2-14-25 at the age of 81. Terry was a member of the
15™ recruit class, badge # 2065. Terry is survived by his wife Pat, daughters

Jean & Jackie and son Bill.

3. Ron Lauretzen died on 2-16-25.

. Sterling Standiford, age 86, died on 2-11-25. Sterling was a member of the 11t
recruit class, badge #376. He is survived by his children; Jon, Robin & Daniel.

. Harry Blair, age 92, died on 2-23-25. Harry was a member of the 13" recruit
class, badge #417. His is survived by his children Audrey & Howard, 8
grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren.

. George Eder, age 95, died on 6-5-25. George was a member of the 4th recruit
class, badge #206. He is survived by his wife Carol and children Ken, Karen,
Kathy and Barb.



. John Schulz died on 10-14-25, age 90. John was a member of the 4™ recruit
class, badge #234. John is survived by his children; Robin, Steven, William,
Kaye Anne, Sherry Lynn and Angie.

. Stephen Fitzgerald, former Superintendent of the State Patrol from 2011-2016.
. Dave Pabst, died on 7-7-25, age 64. Dave was a member of the 35" recruit
class, badge #'s 1622 & 2058.

Kiel Post Office renamed to honor Trooper Trevor Casper
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6-10-25 WSPAA Board Meeting Minutes

Attendance: Ron John, Paul, Dave H., Linda, Jean, Kim, Mary, Ruth and Dave C.
Absent-Anne

Meeting called to order at 10:02 am
Pledge of Allegiance
Motion made to accept the agenda made by Kim, 2™ by Linda. Motion passes.

Treasurers Report — All monies except membership go into the scholarship fund. We
have had a couple members make “Pay it Forward” donations. The scholarship fund
has $5,076.18 and the checking account has $14,417.13.

Motion made to accept the treasurers report by Kim, 2" by Ron John.

Merchandise Report — We have not had many sales lately. Motion to change the
price of the t-shirts to $25.00 after retiree day made by Linda, 2" by Ruth. Motion
passes.

History Committee — We want some more cabinets prior to retiree day so that we
can display some more items. Dave will talk to the Troopers Association.

We should be interviewing our older membership to get stories, pictures and any other
items they may still have that they would donate to us.

Highway Memorials — No new draft yet.



Motion made by Linda to accept the history & memorials reports. 2™ by Paul. Motion
passes.

2025 alumni day — remind members that Real Id is needed to enter Ft. McCoy.
Everyone will get a ticket for prizes and they can only win once. However everyone is
eligible for grand prize.

Insurance — Ruth explained again to the board about insurance and why we should
have it. Consensus is that we should liability insurance. We need to take inventory of
our assets. Ruth will get two quotes.

Motion made to accept report made by Kim, 2" by Dave C. Motion passes.

Regional Representatives Report -

SWR - wreath laying events were good even with the bad weather

SER — Next gathering is in July at the Kenosha Park System beer garden.
NER — 8 people were at the June 2™ breakfast. Next one is in September.
NWR - Nothing to report.

Round Table-Phil mentioned that people can check the DMV website to see if they
have a Real id. Ron John mentioned the American Legion career academy is the week
of June 22", There is a Sauk Co. golf outing at Devils Head August 21% and the WTA
golf outing is at Trappers Turn in the Dells on August 4™

Next meeting is at 10 am at Wausau Post.
Motion to adjourn made by Linda, 2" by Paul. Motion passes

Meeting adjourned at 2:06pm.

8-19-25 WSPAA Board Meeting Minutes

Attendance; Ron John, Phil, Mary, Kim, Linda, Anne, Ruth, Dave C.

Excused were Keith, Jean & Paul.

Meeting called to order at 10:05 am



Pledge of Allegiance
Motion made to accept agenda made by Kim, 2"¥ by Anne. Motion passes.

Secretary’s Report - next newsletter will include the dedication of the Post
Office in Trevor Casper’s name.

Motion made to accept the secretary’s report made by Linda, 2" by Phil.
Motion passes.

Treasurers Report - Scholarship fund has $5,142.04 and the checking
fund is $14,129.63.

Motion made to accept the treasurers report made by Ruth, 2" by Anne.
Motion Passes.

Merchandise Report - Ruth has ordered more t-shirts for alumni day.
Nothing heard from Queensboro in awhile. We should get WSPAA’s and
Queensboro websites to Sgt. Dengel to share with the cadets.

Motion made to accept the merchandise report made by Linda, 2™ by Mary.
Motion passes.

History Report - Dave said our next meeting is on the 27" and we are
getting 3 new lower display cases courtesy of the WTA. Dave C. & Anne
have purchased some plastic frames to be used in display cases. Bruce
Bishop was the first WSPAA President in 2005 when it was incorporated.

Motion made to accept the history report made by Dave H., 2" by Ron John.
Motion passes.

Hwy Memorials Report- Dave says the houses are out of session right
now. The Superintendent and the Colonel are confident this bill will pass.
They are working on this as well. The legislature will be doing another draft.
We are hoping to have ceremonies in 2026. We might have a mock up of
the signs to show at alumni day.

Motion made by Dave H. to accept the memorials report, 2" by Ron John.
Motion passes.

Membership Coordinators Report - We currently have 245 members.
Mary handed out the current membership list for the board.



Alumni Day - We will not be able to enter at gate 15 this year.
Assignments for the board on alumni day were worked out. Board members
are now eligible to win prizes. Mary wants board members to arrive by 8
am. Mary passed out a list of the prizes we have this year.

By-law amendments - will amend section 11. Changes will be mailed out
to the membership and voted on by them.

Regional Reports-

SWR- good attendance at the WTA golf outing. The WSPAA bought a hole
prize for the outing.

SER-the d-2 retiree shoot had 18 attendees.

NER-had a breakfast in July.

NWR-Dave Calhoun retired

NCR-no report

Round table- the alumni association now has insurance.

Next meeting is 10 am October 23™ at Wausau Post.

10-23-25 board meeting minutes

Present; Mary Sander, Phil Wenzel, Linda Woldt, Kim Hurley, Ruth Tiry, Ron John Wolfe,
Dave Collins, Anne Maxson, David Hanson, Jean Bengston, and guest Mike Jankowski.
Due to personal reasons Paul Matl has stepped down from the board.

Meeting called to order at 10:02 am
Pledge of Allegiance
Motion to accept the agenda was made by Kim, 2" by Ron John. Motion passes.

Secretary Report — Kim said there will be one more newsletter in 2025. She had
nothing else to report at this time.

Scholarship Report — Kim announced the timeline for the 2026 WSPAA scholarships.
WSPAA website announcement will be on January 11, 2026. Scholarship applicant




packets are due to Kim by May 24, 2026 and winners will be announced on June 21,
2026.

Also, board members were given posters to put up at the Posts and scales. Kim talked
that we really need to do a better job of getting the word out about these scholarships.
Suggestions made that we post them on the WLEA Facebook page and the WSP
Facebook page.

Motion to accept the secretary & scholarship reports were made by Linda, 2™ by Dave
Hanson. Motion passes.

Treasurer’s Report - Linda said our scholarship fund has $5,566.91 in it and the
checking account has $14,587.63 in it.

Motion to accept Treasurers report was made by Ron John, 2" by Kim. Motion passes.

Membership Report — Mary said we currently have 250 members in the association. It
was also brought up that several members have yet to renew their membership for
2026 and beyond. Mary said that Jean Bengston may be taking over the membership
coordinator duties for the association.

Motion to accept membership report was made by Kim, 2™ by Linda. Motion passes.

Merchandise Report — We sold over $300 of merchandise at retiree day. Suggested that
we need to push out merchandise and Queensboro purchases. It was asked if we could
display a few items in the museum and put the order forms available there as well to
help our sales. History committee will look into that.

Motion to accept merchandise report was made by Dave H., 2" by Anne. Motion
passes.

History Committee Report — Dave C. & Kim that the committee continues to work on
the museum. We are labeling items & pictures in the displays. We will be reaching out
to the membership for help on identifying in the future.

Highway Memorials — This will probably start moving through the Houses in January.
Hopefully we will see these memorials in 2026. Families of the fallen have been
included in this process.

Motion to accept History & Memorial reports were made by Ron John, 2™ by Phil.
Motion passes.



Review of 2025 retiree day — It was agreed upon by board members that everything
went smoothly this year. Mary will confirm the date for 2026 and when she gets that
she will give it to Kim to share with the membership.

Miscellaneous - There are proposed changes to the alumni association’s by-laws. Mary
had copies of these changes and ballots to vote for the membership. Assembly line by
the board of the proposed changes, ballot and return envelopes. Mary will mail out the
changes & ballots. Your ballot is due to Kim by December 1, 2025.

Current recruit class graduates on November 21, 2026. It will be held at Ho-Chunk in
the Dells. Kim will go as the board representative. Round Table — Kim shared an email
she received on the associations email address. Nothing else to report by any of the
board.

Regional Reports — SWR — Dave reported that John Schulz had passed away.

SER — Dave reported on the last breakfast in the region and when
the next one is November 20" 9am in Sommers at the Dunkin
Donuts.

NCR — no report, no representative for this region.
NWR — Nothing to report.

NER - Last get together was October 15™, 8 people attended. The
tower went up for the new NER Post and SWEF. The project is almost done.

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Phil, 2" by Ruth. Motion passes. Meeting
adjourned at 1:17 pm

Next meeting will be at Wausau Post on March 24, 2026 at 10 am. Members are invited
to attend.

10-21-25 History Meeting — Present were Mary Sander, Ruth Tiry, Kim Hurley, Anne
Maxson, Pete Hill and Dave Collins. Pete & Dave worked on adding some foam board
to the tall display cases that help add some color and make it easier to display items.
Mary worked on the badge & patch display. Ruth worked on the wardrobe closet.
Mary, Kim, Pete and Dave worked on labeling photos and adding years to the patch
display. Anne worked on numbering all cabinets and inventorying more items.



Captain Hefti & Lieutenant Sawyer advised us that the main lobby area is ours to do
what we need to do to enhance the museum. Anne brought up to two low height filing
cabinets that allow us to file a lot of printed material and clear out our cubicle in the
office.

Our next meeting is December 9™ at the academy.

Happy Thanksgiving everyone




